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hypothesis proves not simply that no hypo-
thesis is sufficient, but that no hypothesis is
even thinkable. . . . The basis of reconciliation
between lioligion and Science must be the most
certain of all facts, that the Power which the
universe manifests to us is utterly inscrutable.^
Here we have a strange specimen of that
wide historical induction, on which some
modern philosophers of the Positive School
arc content to ground their absolute negation
of all religious faith* The pedestal here laid
for the theory of Religious Nihilism consists of
threo sentences, all borrowed irom ono foot-uoto
of Sir W. Hamilton^ article oil tho Uncondi-
tioned; a text in tho Book of Job, another from
tho Book of Acts, and half a sentence from Au-
gustine. And tho historical progrosft deduced in
of tho moat amassing kind. Monotheism began,
it is assumed, with an illusive claim to compre-
hend tho Ono God thoroughly, and to solve
the mystery of the universe without introduc-
ing a greater mystery still. At length, after
long delay, aw proved by the words of Kopliar
the Naanwtliito in the days of Hoses, and by
the altar of Athenian PolyUioisiB <e to tlio un-
known God" iu tho days of fit. Paul, it had
developed into a truer faith; and tho trans-
formation into a co&fesBion of utter ignorance